Mark Barnard & Terrie Smith 


SIX THOUSAND For 
GOLD CHAINS? 


THEY BRING OUT THE 
HIGHLIGHTS IN My Eves! 


WuHoa! Fuel? ‘Port FEES? 
THESE LOOK LIKE VALID exrenses! 


CHES, THIS IS GETTING SERIOUS. 
OVER THE LAST THREE HALLS, 
WE'VE BARELY MADE OUR 
OPERATING EXPENSES. 


7 Y-YOu'D DENY ME A FEW 
L.-J TINy TRINKETS To Boost } 
MY WANING SPIRITS? 


DarRLING! I SAW HIM 
ABUSE YOU. A-ARE 
YOU ALL RIGHT?! 


WELL, LET’s SEE. BILLS, OVERDUE 
INVOICES, A SPENOTHRIFT PARTNER. 
OH, YES. ALSO A MOBILE 
COMPUTER THAT’S STRIPPED 
A FEW CRUCIAL GEARS. 


PENNY FOR Doeeie's 
THOUGHTS? YOU ALL 
RIGHT, CHRIS? 


S/GH. OF COURSE NOT. 
COFFEE, PLEASE. 
fj 
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LITTLE COZY SUBSTATION, 
IN THE COUNTRY... 


MORE COULD 
I WANT our 
5 OF LIFE? 


WELL, I KNOW JUST 
WHAT'LL CHEER YOU UP... 


.+A NICE, FRIENDLY 
LITTLE GAME OF CARDS! 


YOU'RE KIDDING, RIGHT? I DON'T THINK 
I'VE EVER SEEN ANYONE SO OFF A ROLL 
HOLD ONTO SO MANY HANDS. YOU CAN 
TAKE NEW CARDS, YOU KNOW. 


NOT THAT IT'LL DO 
HIM ANY GOOD. 
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Okay. I ANTE ATHOU'. INLIEU O' 

WHICH I TENDER THIS PRICELESS 

WATCH. BEEN IN MY FAM'LY FOR A 
HUN’ERD YEARS. 'S A TREASURE. CALL. Wuar's 
EVERYONE GOT? 


CHRIS? ANYONE EVER \ Goa | 
TELL YOU YOU'RE A 
LOUSY CARD PLAYER? 


; 7 UH-HUH. Our FRIEND IN ) 
THE BUNNY SLIPPERS 


HAS A GUN IN HIS LAR 


THINK WE SHOULD 


MAKE PLANS TO Leave? | 
‘ 


EVENING. WE'RE UP SEVERAL 
THOUSAND ON THE UNIVERSE, 
AND WE STILL HAVE OUR SKINS! 


= 


HA-HA. HAHAHAA! 


= VW YOURS LOOKS ALITTLE SHOP WORN, TRUE, 
Hey! WAIT A MINUTE. , BUT I'M THERE TO OFFSET THAT FOR 


Wuere's THE KITTY?! THE CURIOUS. WHAT NOW? 


Look, YOU MAY NOT BELIEVE IN 
CLOTHING, BUT THAT JACKET SET 
ME BACK A HUNDRED CREDITS! 


I DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU, : 


BuT I COULD USE A DRINK TO 
RESTORE MY INNATE BOYISH CHARM. 


WELL, WE SHOULD FIND 
SOMETHING IN Here! 


EASY COME, EASY GO. 
THAT'S WHAT I Love Asout you! 


Hey! REMEMBER THAT STUFF THEY 
SERVED IN THAT LITTLE INN ON 
VRES'TAIN? THEY've GOT Ir! 


doe” 
| You're VA 
KIDDING! J 


No, REALLY. I’M GOING 
TO STOCK UP WHILE I can! 
) 
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NEVER A CAB WHEN _ Just SIT HERE A MINUTE. 
YOU NEED ONE. 4 - T'LL MAKE THE CALL. £ 


Let's STOP HERE AND... 
ERR... USE THEIR ‘PHONE! 


——— 


THERE'LL BE ALITTLE WAIT. 
DRINK UP. YOU'RE BUYING. 
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GEE, WHAT 


A SURPRISE. Wry? Wuat'p 


NOTHING. I DIDN'T 
SAY ANYTHING. 4% 


I MUST HAVE GOTTEN 
A BAD BEER. I'M 
HEARING THINGS. 


IF YOU DON'T MIND MY 
SAYING IT, YOU GENTS 
’ LOOK LIKE TROUBLE! 


~ 


NW STILL, YOU MIGHT BE GOOD 
INAFIGHT. BUY ME A 
-\. DRINK, AND LET'S TALK. 4 


MAN AFTER MY OWN HEART, I see! 
MUST'VE COST YOU AN ARM AN! A LEG, 
THE WAY PRICES ARE AROUND HERE. 


INTERESTED INA 
LITTLE PROPOSITION?, 


THERE'S AN ORE CARRIER 
AT THE spacerort. It's 


ORLINK AND OUT OF 
HIS TINY MIND. 
ANOTHER QUIET EVEN/NG 

SHOT TO HELL. 


BETTER. I MEAN TO LOOT 
HER FINERY FOR MYSELF. 
WANNA’ COME? 


"ATS THE ONE. I'M CAPTAIN REGULO, 
A SOON TO BE FAMOUS PIRATE RAIDER. 

I MEAN TO HAVE HER CARGO. I JUST, WELL, 

NEED A LITTLE MUSCLE FOR THE JOB. 


I THINK I KNOW THE ONE 
YOU MEAN. THE HALF MOON 
out OF DIVANNA. 


- 


A GOLD SHIP, CAP'N! 
ELYRIA IS TRANSFERRING 
A BIG SHIPMENT TO 
THE SYSTEM BANK. 


CHESTER, REFRESH MY MEMORY. \ 
OUR CARGO IS WHAT? 


SHIPPING IT IN A RUSTPOT LIKE THAT! 'SCUSE US A MOMENT, CAPTAIN. 
GOOD PLAN. IT'S GETTING SO You SMALL CONFERENCE. 
CAN'T TRUST ANYONE. PIRATES 
EVERYWHERE, YOU KNOW. 


LOOK, PeAcHes! I DON'T CARE ] 
HOW BORED YOU ARE. WE DON'T 
NEED TO BEG FOR TROUBLE! 7 


T'LL SOON HAVE THE SYSTEM IN 
THE PALM OF MY HAND. WITH 
YOUR HELP, OF COURSE. WHAT'RE 


Not To pry, BUT I THOUGHT YOUR NAMES, BY THE WAY? 


YOU WERE A PIRATE. 


lot A PIRATE, MY BOY. 
THE PIRATE... 


ty 


'M A 
ee 
L { 
WE can't ALL BE 
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Hey, Irv! 
LET'S SEAL THE 
DEAL WITH A DRINK! 


Now Now, Irv. No TIME TO 

WASTE FLATTERING THE BOSS. 
We'D BETTER HAUL OUT 

OF HERE. TIME'S MONEY! 


Not ON Me, 
YOU LITTLE... 


I AM THE LUCKIEST OF MEN! 
TWO VICIOUS, CRUEL 
PIRATES TO AID ME IN MY 
CAUSE! WHEN NEXT YOU 
SEE ME, I SHALL BE 
COVERED IN GLORY! 


No, REALLY! I've NEVER 
SEEN THEM BEFORE! 
THEY AREN'T WITH ME! 

> 


of RIGHT. YOU FETCH THE 
ADMIRAL AND BLY ME A 
FEW MINUTES. I'LL START 
JIMMYING THE WINDOW. Al 
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PROBABLY. YOU THINKING 
WHAT I'M THINKING? 


JUST DON'T TAKE TOO 
LONG. I'M NOT SURE I 


CAN HOLD THEM! : py 
Buy ME TWO / 
> MINUTES. 
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Ti (Okay, 'CAPTAIN.’ 
TIME TO GO. 


Ler me ar ‘em. TI CAN LICK ANY 
a CHIC) MAN IN THE JOINT. 
Uk 


WHAT'S THE HARM? LET'S & 
PLAY PIRATES AND HAVE A 
LITTLE INNOCENT FUN! IF I 

= GET OUT OF THIS ALIVE... 


FAST TWO MINUTES. 
YOUR WATCH BROKEN? 


AT IT. CatcH! 


“4 


How’s THE WINDOW GOING? 


THEY DIDN'T WANT TO PLay. _ : alg ME TAKE A CRACK 


THEY REALLY WANT HIS NIBS 
HERE. Or us. DID You 
vAN RECOGNIZE THE ARMOR? 
am fh ett Be 
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Ral THAT COVERS ALOT 
2 _ YY» Mm OF GROUND, CHRIS. 


‘ 
‘ uy 4 
| I MAYBE SOMEONE BELIEVED 
Le | Y THE PEST'S 'GOLD’ TALK. 
DOES IT MATTER? 
Pa 
G4 9 No. COULD BE THE 
re hy COMPETITION, OR SOMEONE 
ly WHOSE TOES WE'VE 


| ls STEPPED ON. 


THINK WE CAN 
WAIT THEM OUT? 


WH-WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 7! 


Sx We'VE GOT ANOTHER 


FIRE IN ENGINEERING! : 
LIFE SUPPORT... ERR...,— pe 
) AT 10 PERCENT. 


WELCOME ABOARD. THE 
KITE WAS HOVERING OVERHEAD 
ALL ALONG. I gust CHIC) 


iJ We PAGED HER WHEN WE WERE 
re \ ¥. 7 READY TO COME ABOARD. 
BN W), TELEPORTATION. _ 


SIR? We've FOUND A FEW 
MORE BUGS SINCE YOU! LEFT. 


THE CAP'N LEASED THE SHIP AS 
SURPLUS. TROUBLE WAS, 
HE DION'T HAVE THAT LITTLE 
EXTRA FOR THE FRILLS. 


WRITE 'EM DOWN, MR. WILSON. 
HE LEASE’LL COVER 
THE REPAIRS. 


We'RE SORT OF HOPING TO BLUFF 
OUR WAY THROUGH THE FIRST 
COUPLE OF RAIDS. JUST UNTIL 
WE HAVE THE EXTRA CASH 
FOR REFITTING. 


7 oe 

We'LL HAVE TO STRIKE” Neo AND I VOLUNTEER. PUT US DOWN 
FIRST. SEIZE ON THE SHIP'S BRIDGE AND WE CAN 
TEE BOLE GREP TAKE HER. ONE FAST CONMANDO 
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} You'd... O THAT 
A SKELETON CREW, FOR ME? C(SN/FFLE) 


cy 
% RX NOW THAT THEY'RE 


‘ 


Err... Yes! NaTurALty! /) 

ies ‘SACRIFICE FOR THE CREW!" / U\ carratn! We're APPROACHING 
| | : a 3 (\\ THE SPACEPORT PERIMETER. 
. WE'VE GOT TO GET OFF-SHIP FAST! 


SOMEONE'S LIABLE TO SEND UP A PATROL 


TO INVESTIGATE A SHIP WITH NO 
RUNNING LIGHTS OR RADIO! 


THAT MEANS WE PROBABLY 
HAVE THE PIRATE KING, 
OUR LITTLE METAL CHUMS, 
AND THE POLICE TO 
CONTEND WITH. 


ae cnet vies ie —, 
Nev, YOU'D Berrer take * 


‘a ; CHARGE OF THE RAID. 
SO, WHAT'S _-— ei, a 
YOUR BOLD PLAN? : 


KNIVES! WE APPEAR 
IN A FLASH OF 


Ir’Ss SET FOR THE SHIP'S 
BRIDGE. FLASH ALIGHT ONCE 
YOU'RE IN CONTROL. We'LL 
LAND AND PLIT A CREW ABOARD. 


Ors! EMERGENCY TAKEOFF 5 = 

pRocepure! INCOMING HOSTILES. Ee? SIR, THE GROUND CARS 

WE NEED A CLEAR ASCENSION WINDOW ]BA ARE APPROACHING THE 
AND LIFTOFF IN THIRTY SECONDS! TARGET SHIP! 


CAN YOU 
HANDLE IT? 


IF THE TOWER’S VECTORING THEM. 
LET'S TRY GIVING THEM A NEW TARGET. 
A NICE FAT PIRATE SHIP! 


THEY'RE COMING IN ACROSS 
OUR LIFT PATH! I NEED 
THEM MOVED NOW! 


OBJECTS CLOSING ON 
THE TREASURE SHIP! 


SHOULDN'T THEY HAVE 
DONE SOMETHING BY NOW? 


Sir! THE INCOMING AIRCRAFT 
HAVE VECTORED TOWARD US! 


SB” EVASIVE ACTION! HARD A-PoRT! 
FULL POWER TO MANEUVERING ROCKETS! 


YOU'RE CLEAR, CHRIS. 
PuNcu tT! 
TaN 


SIR, SOMETHING'S GONE 
WRONG ABOARD THE TREASURE SHIP! 


No, THEY MUST HAVE 
BEEN TRAPPED! CaPTuRED! 


ALONE AND ENSLAVED! 
WILSON, WE'VE GOT 
TO HELP THEem! 


- 


SIR, RADAR'S 
GONE OUT AGAIN! “ 
eg THEN HOW CAN 


WE TRACK THEM? 
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THERE MAY STILL 
BE A WAY... 


wes 


Is THE MASTER PIRATE FEELING 
BETTER AFTER HIS BATH? 
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AFTER ALL, How's 
4 HE EVER GOING TO 
(? FIND US IN ALL 
OF SPACE? 


BESIDES, WE'RE RID 
OF OUR LITTLE PAL 
FOR GOOD! RIGHT? 


na 


BETTER, BUT NOT PERFECT. 
COME ON, CHRIS. ORB CAN 
TAKE OVER. I NEEDA 
GOOD GROOMING! 


T COULD scrarcHY 
BEHIND YOUR EARS.J| 


